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RESIDENTS ASKED TO VOTE ON 
SALE OF CARMAN ROAD SCHOOL

Proceeds of Sale to Be Used to Lower Future Tax Increases
On Tuesday, Oct. 18, residents within 

the Massapequa School District will be 
asked to vote on the sale of the building 
located at 1 Carmans Road to Nassau 
BOCES for $9 million. Included in the 
proposed sale are the physical school 
building and the immediate surrounding 
land, which totals 6.2 acres. The district will 
retain ownership of the adjoining athletic 
fields, totaling 3.6 acres, for continued use 
by student athletic teams and community 
organizations. 

Built in 1955, the Carman Road building 
was used by the district as an elementary 
school until its closing in the late 1970s, 
when Nassau BOCES began leasing it. For 
close to 40 years, the Carman Road School 
has provided comprehensive educational 
services for students with multiple physical 
and developmental disabilities, ages 5 to 21. 

If the sale is successful, the $9 million 
proceeds will be placed within a tax 
reduction reserve and used to lower tax 
increases over the course of 10 years. In 
New York State, a reserve for tax reduction 
is for the gradual use of the proceeds of the 
sale of school district real property.

“We believe that the sale of the Carman 
Road School is in the best interest of both 
parties, and, of course, our taxpayers,” said 

Superintendent of Schools Lucille Iconis. 
“The transfer of this building to a valued 
and trusted educational partner like Nassau 
BOCES ensures the property’s continued 
use for education while retaining the 
athletic fields for use by our students and 
residents.”

If the sale is approved by Massapequa 
residents on Oct. 18, Nassau County 
residents will need to vote and approve the 
purchase of the building by Nassau BOCES 

before the purchase can be official and the 
title transferred.

For more information on the proposed 
sale, please attend the Thursday, Oct. 6 
Board of Education meeting. The meeting 
will be held at 8 p.m. in the Board Room at 
4925 Merrick Road, Massapequa, NY. 

The referendum will take place on 
Tuesday, Oct. 18 from 6 a.m.-9 p.m. See 
the back of this publication for voting 
locations and qualifications.
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SAV E T H E  DAT E S
Thursday, Oct. 6, 2016

Carman Road School Presentation
8 p.m. in the Central Office Board Room

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2016 and Thursday, Oct. 13, 2016 
Special Voter Registration Evenings

4 p.m.-8 p.m. at the four voting locations (see back page)

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2016
Referendum Vote

6 a.m.-9 p.m.

Benefits of ProPosed sale
•   All proceeds of the sale will be placed within a tax reduction reserve, which will 

be used to lower tax increases over the course of 10 years.
•   The district will retain the athletic fields for continued use by student athletic 

teams and community organizations. 



VOTER INFORMATION
Check Your Election DistrictRegistRation:

•   If you are registered in the general election, you are already 
registered to vote on the Carman Road referendum.

•   The district will conduct voter registration on Oct. 11, 2016 
and Oct. 13, 2016 between the hours of 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. at 
the four voting locations. 

•   If you are not registered to vote, please contact the District 
Clerk’s Office at 516-308-5001 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. on 
any business day on or before Oct. 13, 2016. 

RequiRements foR Voting:
•  You must be a U.S. citizen.
•  You must be at least 18 years of age.
•   You must be a resident of the school district for a period of at 

least 30 days prior to the date of the vote. 

Voting by absentee ballot:
•   If you would like to vote by absentee ballot, go to the district 

website at www.msd.k12.ny.us/absenteeballot. Print and 
complete the application. Return the application to: District 
Clerk, 4925 Merrick Road, Massapequa, NY 11758 by Oct. 11, 
2016 if mailed, or by 5 p.m. on Oct. 18 if hand delivered. After 
the District Clerk affirms your application, the clerk will either 
mail or hand you an absentee ballot. Absentee ballots must be 
returned to the District Clerk by 5 p.m. on the day of the vote.

Voting locations: 

•  Massapequa High School 
•  Fairfield 

•  Lockhart 
•  McKenna

q. Why sell now and not 
continue to lease the 
building to nassau boces?
A. Over the past few years, 
Nassau BOCES has been 
purchasing the buildings 
it utilizes for educational 
purposes. When it 
approached the district with 
the proposal to purchase 1 
Carmans Road, the Board of 
Education and administration 
saw an opportunity that 
would be mutually beneficial 

to all parties involved. 
With enrollment stable, the 
Board of Education and 
administration felt it was an 
optimal time to move forward 
with the sale. 

q. What happens if our 
enrollment spikes and we 
no longer have the carman 
Road building?
A. The district’s current and 
projected enrollment is stable, 
with no foreseeable increases 

in student population. 
However, if our enrollment 
were to increase to a number 
where we needed to expand 
to another building, the 
district still owns the former 
Hawthorn Elementary School 
on Second Avenue. The 
Hawthorn building is currently 
being leased to the Nassau 
County Police Department. 

q. What is included in the 
potential sale?
A. Included in the proposed 
sale are the physical school 
building and the immediate 
surrounding land, which 
totals 6.2 acres. The district 
will retain ownership of the 
athletic fields, totaling 3.6 
acres, for continued use by 
student athletic teams and 
community organizations.

q. What will the district do 
with the proceeds from the 
sale of the property? 
A. If the sale is successful, the 
$9 million proceeds will be 
placed within a tax reduction 
reserve and used to lower tax 

increases over the course of 
10 years. In New York State, 
a reserve for tax reduction 
is for the gradual use of the 
proceeds of the sale of school 
district real property.

q. How will the reserve 
money be used? 
A. Over the course of 10 
years, as the annual budget 
is prepared, the Board of 
Education will be responsible 
for utilizing funds within the 
reserve to lower potential tax 
levy increases. 

q. What will happen if the 
sale is not approved?
A. Nassau BOCES officials 
have indicated to the district 
that they would consider 
discontinuing their lease if 
BOCES is unable to purchase 
the Carman Road School. That 
would result in a considerable 
loss of income for the 
Massapequa School District. 
The district would also be 
responsible for maintaining a 
vacant school building. 
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